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Nations experts concluded that "the resources freed by disarmament
would not be large enough for the many claims upon thern...Jt
seems abundantly clear that no country need fear a lack of useful
employment opportunities for the resources that would become
available to it through disarmament" (paragraph 51).
(b)   International Aid to  Developing Countries
Perhaps the most important advantage of disarmament would
accrue to the developing countries. Until now they have benefited
only marginally from the vast advances in modern science and
technology. Two-thirds of the \vorld population produce only
about one-fifth of the world output. Per capita income in these
countries is only one-tenth of that in the industrial ones. Inter-
national attention and growing concern for their poverty has so-
far done little to narrow the economic distance that separates the
rich and poor countries. The rate of growth of per capita out-
put in the poor countries over the last twenty years has remained
lower than in the rich. The economic distance has thus continued
to widen.
To narrow this past gap, the growth rate of the poor economies
has to be raised significantly above that of the rich. The United
Nations experts emphasised that : "the responsibility for initiation
and intensification of development efforts will continue to lie en-
tirely with the governments and peoples" of the under-developed
countries (paragraph 156). Many of these countries would be faced
with grave shortages of foreign exchange if they were to embark
on ambitious plans for raising the volume and the rate of capital
formation in their economies.10
The flow of foreign assistance to these countries can be increased
manifold once the industrial countries have eliminated armament
expenditure. The United Nations experts, however, warned that
"because the competing claims' in developed countries are also
urgent, there is a serious possibility that the financial resources
released by disarmament might "be rapidly absorbed by purely
national aims. It is therefore desirable that an appropriate pro-
portion of these resources should be allocated to international
10 See Patel, Surendra J., "Export Prospects and Economic Growth: India",
in the Economic Journal, September 1959.

